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W h e n  t h e  S m y r n a  P u b l  i c  L i b r a r y  s t a r t e d
i  n  fhe  I  a te  months  o f  1936 i t s  on  I  y
source  o f  books  and f  i  nances  was f rom
d o n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  t o w n s  p e o p l e  a n d  t h e i r
f r  i e n d s .  B o y  S c o u t s r  a n d  o t h e r  c h  i  I  d r e n
went  door - to -door  co l  lec t ing  books  in
w h e e l  b a r r o w s  a n d  s m a l  I  w a g o n s  t o  p r o v i d e
t h e  c i t y  w i t h  i t s  f  i r s f  r r l i b r a r y r r .

T h a t  f i r s t  l i b r a r y ,  a  j o i n t  p r o j e c t  o f
t h e  S m y r n a  W o m a n r s  C l u b  a n d  t h e  S m y r n a
M e n r s  C l u b  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a  s i n g l e  s h e l f
w  i t h  a b o u f  5 0  b o o k s  i  n  t h e  W o m a n r s  C  I  u b
bu i  I  d  i  ng  a t  the  corner  o f  A f  I  an ta  and
Powder  Spr  i  ngs  St ree ts .  By  l%q the
n u m b e r  o f  v o l u m e s  h a d  g r o w n  t o  1 4 0 0  I n
1 9 3 9  t h e  M e n t s  C l u b  n a m e d  a  c o m m i f t e e  t o
r a i s e  f u n d s  f o r  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  a  r o o m  t o
t h e  c l u b  h o u s e  t o  h o u s e  f h e  b o o k s .

I n i t i a l l y  f i n a n c i n g  w a s  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e
t w o  c l u b s .  S h o r t l y  a f f e r w a r d s ,  h o w e v e r ,
t h e  c i t y  e n t e r e d  a  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  t h e
depress  ion  days  Works  Progress  Admi  n  i  s -
t r a t i o n (  W . P . A . )  t o  p r o v i d e  f u n d s  f o r  a
I  i b r a r i a n .  T h e  c o n f r a c f  c a l  l e d  f o r  a  c o n -
t r  ibu t ion  o f  $20.  00  per  month  by  the
W . P . A .  t h r o u g h  t h e  c i t y ,  i f  t h e  W o m a n  a n d
M e n t s  C l u b s  w o u l d  m a t c h  f h a t  w i f h  $ i  O O
f r o m  e a c h  c l  u b ,  f o r  a  f o t a l  m o n t h  l y
c o n t r  i b u t i o n  o f  $ 3 O  0 0  C  I  u b  o f t  i c e r s
w e r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  s i g n  a  p l e d g e  t h a t  t h e
m o n e y  w o u l d  b e  p a i d .  T h e  c o n t r a c t s  w i t h
t h e  W . P . A .  w e r e  r e n e w e d  e a c h  y e a r  u n t i  I
t h e  4 0 r s  w h e n  t h e  a g e n c y  w a s  a b o l  i s h e d .

T h e  p r e s e n t  d a y  I  i b r a r y ,  w h i c h  w a s
comp I eted and ded i  cated on December 17,
1 9 6 1 ,  w a s  b u i  l t  b y  t h e  c i t y  a f  a  c o s t  o f
$ 5 4 , 0 0 0  f o r  t h e  4 0 0 0  s q u a r e  f o o t  s t r u c -
t u r e .  t { .  W .  K i d d  w a s  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t .  l t  l s  l o c a t e d  o n  K i n g
S t r e e t  I n  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  c o m p l e x  a n d  i s  o f
modern  des  i  gn  and br  i  ck  cons t ruc t  ion .

An adu I  f  read i  ng  fac  i  I  i  t y ,  named the
Jonqu i  I  Room was comp I  eted and ded i  cated
on December  6  1970 l t  houses  the
r e f e r e n c e  b o o k s  a n d  h i s f o r i c a l  a n d  g e n e a -
l o g i c a l  m a t e r i a l s .

The room was named in  honor  o f  Mrs .  G.
C.  Green,  who was a  long- t ime member  o f
t h e  L i b r a r y  B o a r d  a n d  w h o  i s  a t t r i b u t e d  a s
h a v i n g  s u g g e s t e d  t h e  n a m e  t U o n q u  i  I  C i t y i l
f o r  t h e  u n o f t i c i a l  n a m e  f o r  t h e  C i t y  o f
Smyrna.

A  m a j o r  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  b u i  l d i n g  i n  l 9 7 J
a d d e d  s p a c e  f o r  b o o k s  a n d  a  c h i  l d r e n t s
read i  ng  room.

I  n  recent  years  the  adm i  n  i  s t ra t  i  on  o f
t h e  I  i b r a r y  h a s  b e e n  h a n d l e d  b y  a
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commi f tee  o f  the  Mayor  and Counc i  I  o f  the
C i ty  o f  Smyrna.  A t  the  beg i  nn  i  ng  a
L i b r a r y  B o a r d  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t h r e e  m e m b e r s
f r o m  t h e  W o m a n r s  C l u b  a n d  t h r e e  f r o m  t h e
M e n r s  C l u b  d e t e r m i n e d  t h e  p o l i c i e s  a n d
m a d e  a l  I  d e c i s i o n s  r e l a f i v e  t o  t h e
o p e r a t i o n .  T h e  i n i t i a l  b o a r d  c o n s i s t e d  o f
D r .  W .  C .  M  i t c h e l  I  ,  P a u  I  G r e s h a m ,  C .  L .
G r o c e ,  M r s .  G .  C .  G r e e n ,  M r s .  F .  W .  D o w d a .
a n d  M r s .  R .  R .  M a n n i n g .

I n  i t s  f i f t y  y e a r  h i s t o r y ,  s e v e n  l i b r a r -
i a n s  h a v e  d i r e c t e d  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e
f  a c i  I  i t y :  M r s .  C a l  l i e  J a y ,  M r s .  F  l o y  l , l i  l -
I  i a m s ,  M r s .  M a z  i e  N e l s o n ,  M r s .  J .  h l .
E s t e s ,  M r s .  E v e l y n  A s h t o n ,  M r s .  K a t h r y n
J o n e s ,  a n d  t h e  c u r r e n f  I  i b r a r i a n ,  M r s .
Dor  i s  Mor r  i s

D0 YOU REMEMBER WHEN? by B i  I  I  Barnett

-Jones  Shaw Road was paved and became the
r rshor tcu t r t  to  Aus te l  I  Rd.  ?

- S m y r n a  C a b l e  T .  V .  ( o r i g l n a l  l y  E l e c t r o -
v i s i o n ,  l n c . )  w a s  l o c a t e d  a t  D i c k s o n r s
S h o p p i n g  C e n t e r  a t  f h e  p r e s e n f  l o c a t i o n  o f
B u t l e r r s  D r u g  S t o r e ? ,

- S m y r n a  h a d  t w o  p o l  i c e  c a r s :  N u m b e r s  l l  a n d
22?

+ ' l  a rd  S t ree f  was  on  ly  a  t ra  i  I  beh  i  nd
B e l m o n f  H i  I  l s ?

-The Smyrna Teen Canteen yJas on a h i  I  I  at
Be lmonf H i  |  |  s where Ph ototron ls nov{
I  ocated ?

- T h e r e  w a s  n o  d r i v e - i n  s e r v i c e  a t  t h e
D a i r y  Q u e e n  o n  A t l a n t a  R o a d ?

-The r rcar  I  Ine ' r  had a  s top  a t  Lockheed
b e f o r e  i t  c r o s s e d  t h e  A c c e s s  H i g h w a y ?

-There were i  n-ground t rampol  i  nes on
Cherokee Road where the Jet  Gasol  i  ne
s ta f i on  i s  now loca ted?

-The tPok{  hoprr  Dr  i  ve I  n t r  on At  lanta Road
was  the  l oca l  t een  age  hang  ou t?

-The Smyrna teenagers raced to Landers
Drug Store at  the red I  ighf  for  a f ter
school  hang out?
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